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area was entered the country is extremely mountainous and the lines of
communication of the column would be vulnerable.

After a careful and exhaustive examination of the problem it was
decided that there was no way of establishing control in the Mazuri Bala
area comprising the heart of Sheikh Ahmed’s territory except by means
of air operations. The Iraqi Army could do no more than consolidate its
position in the Shirwan area on the south-eastern side of the Ru-Ku-Chuk.
It was necessary to deal with the area north-west of the Ru-Ku-Chuk by
means of air control.

The present article is confined to the work of the R.A.F. in co-operation
with the Iraqi Army columns, Daycol and Bazcol.

Communication between aircraft and the ground was made by a simple
ground code, by message dropping, and by message picking up. R.A.F.
W/T Stations for point-to-point communication on the ground were main-
tained permanently at Billeh and Diana, and a R.A.F. liaison officer,
with a R.A.F. W/T pack set, accompanied each column.

Mountain warfare is slow and tedious, and it is easy to keep in view
from the air the situation on the ground. So our aircraft had a small
area to watch. The Kurd is an expert at concealment and he blends with
the ground. He soon learnt to keep still when aircraft were above him.
On the other hand he possessed no anti-aircraft weapons except his rifle,
and ammunition which is difficult for him to get. So aircraft were fairly
safe in coming down low, although aircraft on many occasions and flying
personnel on one or two occasions were hit by rifle fire.

The reliance that the Iraqi soldier placed on the aircraft was
the outstanding feature of the co-operation. Aircraft saved the situation
at the beginning of April, when a party of Kurds got amongst Daycol’s
supply column, and from then until the end of the operations the Iraqi [RA.F. Oficiat G Copyrigh Revne,
Army was reluctant to move without supporting aircraft. TROOPS CROSSING THE RU-KU-CHUK INTO MAZURI BALA.

Supply dropping of all kinds was carried out from time to time through-
out the operations, although this is not normally an economical use of
aircraft. On several occasions critical situations were saved by supply-
dropping aircraft.

The casualties inflicted by aircraft upon the hostile tribesmen when
Daycol got into difficulties at the beginning of April made such an impres-
sion upon the Kurds that an attack in the presence of aircraft was never
attempted again. It is worth noting that from this time onwards the
Iraqi Army never lost a man through enemy action when aircraft were
co-operating. This in itself shows the respect the Kurd had for aircraft.

As with all frontier tribes there was always a shortage of ammunition.
Before the commencement of operations the Kurds undoubtedly thought that
raids on the supply columns would keep them supplied with ammunition.
The fact that so few shots were fired at aircraft after the middle of April
is a testimony to the fact that there was a constant shortage.

It proved to be essential to have an R.A.F. liaison officer with each RU-KU-CHUK GORGE.
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