




CONCLUSION 

This booklet has given the reader some insight into the Cranwellians that contributed to 
arguably one of the RAF’s greatest victories, the Battle of Britain. In addition to the 
narrative, we have included hypertext links (underlined), to enable access to further 
research material and audio/video archives; remember to press control+click (Windows) or 
command+click (Apple Mac) to access such supplementary material, to enable you to 
return to this document without losing your place. 

The Cranwellian fighter resource pool was drawn from some 42 flight cadet entries, 36 
graduating pre-war, and seven SFTS courses (Nos 5 through to 11). These entries and 
courses generated some 144 Cranwellian participant pilots, 38 losing their lives. Our 
analysis suggests that these Cranwellians operated with 57 different squadrons, flying the 
iconic Spitfire, the workhorse Hurricane (that outnumbered 5:1 Spitfires during the Battle), 
and the lesser recognised Defiant, Blenheim, Beaufighter and Whirlwind aircraft. They 
fought and destroyed Ju 87 Stukas, JU 88, Do 17, Do 215, and He 111 bombers, escorted 
by the ubiquitous Bf 109 and Bf 110; they even managed to destroy the odd He 59 biplane. 

Among the better known were MRAF Sir Andrew Humphrey and Group Captain Sir 
Douglas Bader. But, here, we wish to remember them all, not least those who paid the 
ultimate sacriÞce in the Battle.

In the Annexes that follow are listed the pen pictures (Annex A) of the 108 Cranwellians 
that participated in the Battle of Britain and a summary of the hypertext links embedded in 
earlier sections of this booklet. The Þnal link takes the reader to an extract from the Þlm 
First of the Few, in which a number of Cranwellians played themselves in a public 
tribute to their exploits. 118 Squadron did the ßying.
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Battle of Britain Roll of Honour - True Cranwellians

(with some Ôeditorial licenceÕ applied to these Þgures)

39 AMBROSE Richard

39 ANDREAE Christopher John 
Drake37-39 ATKINSON Harold Derrick

39-40 BACON Charles Harvey

31-33 BADGER John Vincent Clarence

38-39 BENSON Noel John Victor

39 BURTON Percival Ross-Frames

39 CHOMLEY John Allison George

35-37 COX Philip Anthony Neville

37 CROFTS Peter Guerin

40 CROSSMAN John Dallas

39 DÕARCY-IRVINE Brian William Jesse

40 DAVEY John Arthur Joseph

26-27 DEWAR John Scatliff

36-37 DONALD Ian David Grahame

29-31 DREW Peter Edward

40 FLEMING Robert David Spittal

40 GAUNT Geoffrey Norman

33-35 HALL Noel Mudie

36-38 HANSON David Harry Wellsted

38-39 HOGG Richard Malzard

37-38 HOMER Michael Giles

27-29 HOOD Hilary Richard Lionel

39 JEBB Michael

38-39 JONES John Sinclair Bucknall

39-40 LECKY John Gage

35-37 LEE Richard Hugh Antony

40 MacDONALD Donald Kennedy

38-39 McKENZIE John Woffenden

36-38 MILEY Miles John

40 PYMAN Laurence Lee

33-34 SAWYER Henry Cecil

38-39 SHEPLEY Douglas Clayton

37-38 WAY Basil Hugh

38-39 WILDBLOOD Timothy Seddon

29-30 WILKINSON Rodney Levett

29-31 WILLIAMS Cedric Watcyn

38-39 WORSDELL Kenneth Wilson

(with some Ôeditorial licenceÕ applied to these Þgures)



ANNEX A 

CRANWELLIAN BIOGRAPHIES BY ENTRY 

These Cranwellian biographies are assembled from early research work undertaken by 
Cranwellians Mike Smith, and Peter Symes completed by others after further analysis of 
entries from Kenneth Wynn’s Men of the Battle of Britain. Although every attempt has been 
made to corroborate the information contained in these biographies, we are unable to 
confirm complete accuracy. They merely represent a personal tribute from the author, lest 
we forget. 

Remember to press control+click (Windows) or command+click (Apple Mac) to access 
such supplementary material, to enable you to return to this document without losing your 
place. 

ENTRY NUMBER HYPERTEXT LINK NAMES 
(Permanent Commissions except 

where stated otherwise)

S21 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S21%20Bios.pdf

Victor Beamish

S23 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S23%20Bios.pdf

‘Peter’ Chamberlain

J24 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J24%20Bios.pdf

Harry Charnock

S24 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S24%20Bios.pdf

Richard Hamblin

David Roberts

J26 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J26%20Bios.pdf

John Dewar

S26 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S26%20Bios.pdf

David Bayne

S27 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S27%20Bios.pdf

Hilary Hood

J28 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J28%20Bios.pdf

George Heycock

S28 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S28%20Bios.pdf

Douglas Bader

Cyril Baines

Lawrence Belchem

James More

J29 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J29%20Bios.pdf

Henry Eeles

William Hobson

Henry Hogan

Maurice Robinson

Rodney Wilkinson

S29 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S29%20Bios.pdf

Peter Drew

Stanley Widdows

Cedric Williams

ENTRY NUMBER
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J30 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J30%20Bios.pdf

Richard Barnett 

Rupert Leigh

George Montagu

Frank Tyson 

John Worrall

S30 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S30%20Bios.pdf

John Peel

J31 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J31%20Bios.pdf

David Pemberton

S31 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S31%20Bios.pdf

John Badger

S32 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S32%20Bios.pdf

Robert Lister

Aeneas MacDonnell

J33 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J33%20Bios.pdf

Leslie Bicknell

Henry Sawyer

A33 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/A33%20Bios.pdf

Noel Hall

Dillon Kelly

Peter Townsend

S34 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S34%20Bios.pdf

Robin Powell

Christopher Smith

J35 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J35%20Bios.pdf

Howard Burton

Raymond Duke-Woolley

Robert Edwards

George Powell-Sheddon

S35 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S35%20Bios.pdf

Philip Cox

Middlemore Hughes

Richard Lee

William Measures

J36 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J36%20Bios.pdf

Ian Donald

‘Jimmie’ Elsdon

Brian Kingcome

Peter O’Brian

S36 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S36%20Bios.pdf

David Hanson

Miles Miley

J37 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J37%20Bios.pdf

Hugh Clark

Peter Crofts (Short Service)

Stanley Grant

Michael Homer

Basil Way

S37 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S37%20Bios.pdf

Harry Atkinson

Derek Dowding

Bernard Howe

James Tillett

HYPERTEXT LINK NAMES 
(Permanent Commissions except 

where stated otherwise)

ENTRY NUMBER
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J38 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J%2038%20Bios.pdf

John Jones

John McKenzie

Douglas Shepley

Charles Warren

Timothy Wildblood

A38 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/A38%20Bios.pdf

Noel Benson

Richard Hogg

Robert Holland

Ian MacDougall

Kenneth Worsdell

Allan Wright

Robert Yule

S38 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/S38%20Bios.pdf

Cyril Temlett (delayed commission)

Maurice Stephens

Peter Stevenson

J39 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/J39%20Bios.pdf

Andrew Humphrey

Dugald Lumsden

Timothy Vigors

A39 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/A39%20Bios.pdf

John Chomley (RAFVR commission)

Charles Davis 

Michael Herrick

Peter Howard-Williams

John Lecky

Eric Marrs

John Rothwell

A40 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/A40%20Bios.pdf

John Davey

John Elkington

David Fulford

Paul Tomlinson

William Watling

Arthur Watson

SFTS Course 5 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%205%20Bios.pdf

R Ambrose

Ian Bayles

The Hon David Coke

Brian D’Arcy-Irvine

(Sir) Antony Fisher

Michael Jebb

Harold Lusk

Ian Stephenson

SFTS Course 6 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%206%20Bios.pdf

Charles Bacon

Hugh Beazley

James Lockhart

Paul Mayhew

Geoffrey Page

HYPERTEXT LINK NAMES 
(Permanent Commissions except 

where stated otherwise)

ENTRY NUMBER
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SFTS Course 7 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%207%20Bios.pdf

JRA Bailey

Richard Barclay

Percival Burton

Edward Crew

Robert Fleming

Keith Geddes

James Henderson

Desmond Hughes

William Knocker

John Lund

Donald MacDonald

Hugh Percy

Francis Scott-Malden

William Towers-Perkins

Patrick Wells

Nigel Wheatcroft

SFTS Course 8 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%208%20Bios.pdf

Christopher Andreae

George Nelson-Edwards

Laurence Pyman 

Alec Scott

Charles Whittingham

Pyers Worrall

SFTS Course 9 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%2010%20Bios.pdf

John Crossman

Geoffrey Gaunt

John Pain

SFTS Course 10 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%2010%20Bios.pdf

James Hoare-Scott

James Melvill

Claud Strickland

Robert Woodward

SFTS Course 11 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%2011%20Bios.pdf

Ferdinand Baraldi

Dennis Fox-Male

Reginald Gosling 

Sydney Hill

Michael Kellett 

James Robinson

John Seddon

Edward Titley

SFTS Course 12 http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/
ewExternalFiles/SFTS%2012%20Bios.pdf

Gordon Batchelor

Peter Humphreys

David Thacker

Alfred Tidman

HYPERTEXT LINK NAMES 
(Permanent Commissions except 

where stated otherwise)

ENTRY NUMBER
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ANNEX B 

SUMMARY OF EMBEDDED HYPERTEXT LINKS 

Remember to press control+click (Windows) or command+click (Apple Mac) to access 
such supplementary material, to enable you to return to this document without losing your 
place.  

PAGE NUMBER TOPIC LINK

2 Battle of Britain Booklet http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/ewExternalFiles/
BoBbooklet.pdf

3 Churchill Speech https://youtu.be/Y0t-RqjMH-A

4 BoB Stage 1 Video https://youtu.be/jLtZ3xnSK40

4 BoB Stage 2 Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjumKjnpLjqAhUViFwKHbLZAyUQtwIwAXoEC
AIQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=o74Z4TwavFs&usg=AOvVaw2rCLrKt9LXZUUGUWlw5KXM

4 BoB Stage 3 Video https://youtu.be/m0-fVLCnsBs

5 BoB Stage 4 Video www.oldcranwellians.info/bob/ewExternalFiles/Blitz-3.mp4

5 Stuka Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZtLse4LGvg

6 Ju 88 Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjj_KKtpLjqAhXMgVwKHXmYCiAQtwIwBnoEC
AgQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3rq7kiTMkqM&usg=AOvVaw2GOGsarCb9wpMFP5ukcQkj

6 DO 17 Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjumKjnpLjqAhUViFwKHbLZAyUQtwIwAXoEC
AIQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=o74Z4TwavFs&usg=AOvVaw2rCLrKt9LXZUUGUWlw5KXM

7 He 111 Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjSnLjDprjqAhWQecAKHe61ACAQtwIwBXoEC
AYQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o--
BCw9lr8Q&usg=AOvVaw0ZbFlqBhIje6dFbocvQ8rM

7 Bf 109 Video https://youtu.be/ERo0lTyUvOk

8 Bf 110 Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwi-4M2RqLjqAhXlQUEAHWURCR8QtwIwA3oE
CAQQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=n_OY09NID0U&usg=AOvVaw04Kua687Oeks1CQZ2PWY
mH

8 He 59 https://youtu.be/2RPGhVujhfU

10 Lord Dowding video https://youtu.be/kRfD4xc5fsc

PAGE NUMBER
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10 Dowding Letter Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwi-
kbmIqbjqAhUFmVwKHZKoBiUQtwIwCHoECAkQAQ&url=htt
ps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3SCWjl_VVc8&usg=AOvVaw3GDHktbbjLVMwQp1wXl7W
m

11 Dowding's Integrated 
Air Defence System - 
explanation

https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwiE1rKwr7jqAhUiQEEAHba-
AyMQFjACegQIDBAF&url=http://beyourfinest.com/dowding-
system-2/&usg=AOvVaw05VDyptgfcb0ZXgRkf4vrF

11 Integrated Air Defence 
Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=kRfD4xc5fsc&feature=youtu.be

12 Spitfire Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjS2PL2sLjqAhUTQEEAHY7qBCIQtwIwFnoEC
AQQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Eqc2WOugdJ4&usg=AOvVaw2jWYOa5IffBoraJLRLe5VX

12 Hurricane Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjYwp-
_sbjqAhWLXsAKHflIBB4QtwIwAnoECAMQAQ&url=https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fVAiQX7wINw&usg=AOvVaw0nZ8A1haOs9rHtXX38d4Un

12 Blenheim Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwje8pjvsbjqAhWLXsAKHflIBB4QtwIwBHoECAY
QAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=x2E3vsohWGU&usg=AOvVaw0V8pEO1Xt1U7QxAnE5jRX
G

12 Beaufighter Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwiomtSWsrjqAhVAREEAHcTJByUQtwIwAnoEC
AEQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KR2OTc6_3-g&usg=AOvVaw2vZklYtgXpmVD7-2dDUKgX

12 Whirlwind Video https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwixmLzEsrjqAhUGTcAKHU2WBiYQtwIwAXoEC
AYQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=usjB_5HbW7M&usg=AOvVaw37VVoIXqHsWIfwjp9c2dDs

13 Battle of Britain Booklet http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/ewExternalFiles/
BoBbooklet.pdf

14 Battle of Britain Booklet http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/ewExternalFiles/
BoBbooklet.pdf

14-18 Cranwellian ‘Bios’ Refer to Annex A above; Short cut: http://www.cranwellian-
ian.com/supplements.html

16 Bader Video https://youtu.be/G3mdMlC7BAA

TOPIC LINKPAGE NUMBER
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16 Big Wing’ Article https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjF37mIzrjqAhUytHEKHQ9zDUQQFjAAegQIAx
AB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Big_Wing&usg=AOvVaw0etdiPnx3GaPXtpuw-HT3Y

18 DSO Description https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Order

19 DFC Description https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_Kingdom)

19 AFC Description https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Air_Force_Cross_(United_Kingdom)

22 Haslam’s The Royal Air 
Force College Cranwell

www.oldcranwellians.info/haslam.html

Courtesy of the Cranwellian Association website.

25 Philip Sassoon ‘Bio’ https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjCzIW5yLjqAhV0SEEAHSxmCh0QFjAAegQIAx
AB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Philip_Sassoon&usg=AOvVaw3s7MfujBVN09DSpKuB4m-W

25 Sir Max Aitken ‘Bio’ https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjynqT3yLjqAhUpQUEAHbv3Bh0QFjAAegQIAx
AB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Sir_Max_Aitken,_2nd_Baronet&usg=AOvVaw390LZ6MHbF-
GkTbj3GDNx2

25 Defiant Article https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjo_KG3ybjqAhURQUEAHfZBASYQFjAAegQIA
xAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Boulton_Paul_Defiant&usg=AOvVaw1NuzNQHK6BgvlyOo1th
5sX

25 Do 17 Shot Down by 
Desmond Hughes

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-24330897/wwii-
dornier-bomber-was-shot-at-from-behind

26 Book Nine Lives https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/
1837192.Nine_Lives

26 ‘Ace’ Definition https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEE6g6t1p3k

26 Al Deere Interview https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSPaoiTKYog

26 Al Deere’s Spitfire - 
Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEE6g6t1p3k

26 Big Wing’ Article https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&
ved=2ahUKEwjF37mIzrjqAhUytHEKHQ9zDUQQFjAAegQIAx
AB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Big_Wing&usg=AOvVaw0etdiPnx3GaPXtpuw-HT3Y

26 Spitfire IX in Al Deer’s 
Kiwi colours (video)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEE6g6t1p3k

26 Tony Mason interviews 
Neil Cameron

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nz_TvLsVQ-I
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjF37mIzrjqAhUytHEKHQ9zDUQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Wing&usg=AOvVaw0etdiPnx3GaPXtpuw-HT3Y
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Cross_(United_Kingdom)
http://www.oldcranwellians.info/haslam.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjCzIW5yLjqAhV0SEEAHSxmCh0QFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Sassoon&usg=AOvVaw3s7MfujBVN09DSpKuB4m-W
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjynqT3yLjqAhUpQUEAHbv3Bh0QFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Max_Aitken,_2nd_Baronet&usg=AOvVaw390LZ6MHbF-GkTbj3GDNx2
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjo_KG3ybjqAhURQUEAHfZBASYQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boulton_Paul_Defiant&usg=AOvVaw1NuzNQHK6BgvlyOo1th5sX
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-24330897/wwii-dornier-bomber-was-shot-at-from-behind
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1837192.Nine_Lives
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEE6g6t1p3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSPaoiTKYog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEE6g6t1p3k
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjF37mIzrjqAhUytHEKHQ9zDUQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Wing&usg=AOvVaw0etdiPnx3GaPXtpuw-HT3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEE6g6t1p3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nz_TvLsVQ-I


26 Fewest of the Few film 
extract featuring 
Cranwellians as 
themselves.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SD17Rv3lu8
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SD17Rv3lu8

