
Cranwellians Remember ‘Hoppy’ (617 Sqn) 77 Years On
Having joined the Volunteer Reserve in 1940, John Vere Hopgood undertook flying training on No 18 Course, SFTS Cranwell in 1941 
and was commissioned in 1942. As a Flight Lieutenant, ‘Hoppy’ was awarded a DFC in October 1942 after completing 47 missions; 
he was awarded a bar to the DFC in 1943. He served on 50 Sqn,106 Sqn and the immortalised 617 (Dambusters) Sqn. Then the 
newly appointed OC 106 Sqn in 1942, Wg Cdr Guy Gibson recorded his first impressions:


He was a fair-haired chap about medium height, rather good looking, except for one prominent tooth. ……. He was a serious fellow 
at heart………. As soon as I saw him I thought, “What an ideal squadron type. I like that chap” 

Unsurprisingly, Gibson was to select Hoppy has his Deputy on the Mohne Dam attack. Outbound to the Mohne, his aircraft AJ-M (M 
for Mother) was hit by flak, injuring Hoppy, his gunners Burcher and Gregory (possibly fatally). The damaged aircraft reached the dam 
where they attacked at 00:32, ten minutes after Gibson. However, they were struck again by anti-aircraft fire and their bomb was 
released too late. It bounced over the dam and exploded on a power station on the other side. The aircraft was fatally damaged at 
this point and Hopgood remained at the controls, gaining height to allow his crew to bail out. AJ-M crashed in a field near Ostönnen, 
6 kilometres (3.72 miles) from the dam. Hopgood's body rests in the care of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission at 
Rheinberg War Cemetery (Coll. grave 17. E. 2-6). 

‘Hoppy’ Hopgood; 617 Sqn; Dambusters 1st wave; 
killed NW Mohnesee


