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Our Founder & the Reserve Air Force
The Royal Air Force was formed on 1 April 1918, from the amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service. Our 
founder, MRAF Viscount Trenchard, possessed the vision that extended beyond the formation of a strategic independent air force, the 
first of its kind, to include the creation of the requisite support infrastructure, including Officer training at RAF Cranwell, Apprenticeship 
training at RAF Halton and the RAF Staff College at Andover. In later years, he extended that vision, identifying the need for a reserve air 
force - Comitamur Ad Astra. This album summarises the relationship that the College has maintained with RAF reservists and their 
training, as the RAF and the College have evolved.


By late 1924, the creation of the reserve air force, known as the Royal Auxiliary Air Force (RAuxAF), meant that Trenchard was able to 
modestly expand the RAF's strength in a climate of austerity and, over the next two years, 25 auxiliary squadrons were created. This in 
itself was a remarkable achievement, given that there was no public appetite for creating large military forces after the trauma of the 
Great War. It was during this period that he oversaw the introduction of the short-service commission scheme too, which proved to be 
useful in providing some of the regular manning on the new squadrons. He also instigated the University Air Squadron scheme, and in 
1925 the first three UAS squadrons were formed at Cambridge, London and Oxford.

The Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve (RAFVR) was established much later in July 1936 to support the preparedness of the RAF in the 
event of another war, which seemed inevitable when Hitler became the German Chancellor in 1933. The Air Ministry intended the RAFVR 
to form a supplement to the RAuxAF, the active reserve for the RAF, by providing an additional non-active reserve. However, during 
WWII, the high demand for aircrew absorbed all available RAuxAF personnel and led the RAFVR to quickly become the main pathway of 
aircrew entry into the RAF. It was initially composed of civilians recruited from neighbourhood reserve flying schools, run by civilian 
contractors with largely RAF-trained flying instructors as well as other instructors in related air war functions, such as observers and 
wireless operators. Many RAFVR recruits of WWII attended the College Service Flying Training School (SFTS), formed the very day war 
broke out when all officer training at the College was also abruptly suspended; even some of the cadets already selected for officer 
training at Cranwell on the lead up to WWII were to be transferred to the RAFVR and to attend training at the SFTS as “u/t airmen”.

After the war, and with the end of conscription in the early 1960s, the RAFVR considerably reduced in size and most functions were 
absorbed into the RAuxAF. The RAFVR now forms the working elements of the University Air Squadrons and the Defence Technical 
Undergraduate Scheme. It has a secondary function of managing groupings of RAF reservists for the management and operation of the 
RAF's Volunteer Gliding Squadrons and Air Experience Flights of the RAF Air Cadets. To complement the regular service personnel of the 
RAF, Full Time Volunteer Reserves (FTVR) and part-time reservists from 40 different branches currently work alongside their regular 
counterparts in 29 squadrons and units at home and overseas. Their contribution is invaluable and exploits transferable skills from 
previous service and/or current commercial experience.

Throughout most of its history, the College has maintained a close working relationship with reservists of all branches, from the initial 
RAFVR recruits conducting basic and advanced flying training at the College SFTS during the war to those attending the Reserve 
Officers Initial Training (ROIT) at Cranwell and graduating with the IOTC cadets of today. This is our tribute to that historic relationship.



RAFVR - Coastal Command Cranwellian

Kenneth CAMPBELL VC
College SFTS Course 5 Sqn 2

VC Citation (London Gazette): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sj-3ntOMLys


RAFVR - Battle of Britain Cranwellian

Charles Trevor Davis was born in Cardiff and educated at Whitby 
County School (although the CWGC has his parents being of 
Grindleford, Derbyshire, and his name is on the war memorial 
there). 

He entered the RAF College on 27 April 1939 as a Flight Cadet. 
The advent of war caused the course to be shortened, but he was 
selected to complete his flying training with Course 6 of the newly 
formed SFTS at Cranwell and, on its completion in May 1940, 
Davis was granted a permanent commission. 

He joined 238 Squadron in June 1940. On 13 July, Davis shared in 
the destruction of two Me110's and a Do17, on the 20th he shared 
an Me109, on the 21st shared an Me110 and a Do17 and on the 
27th destroyed a Ju87. He claimed an Me110 destroyed on 8 
August, two Me110's on the 13th, damaged a Ju88 on 12 
September, probably destroyed an He111 on the 15th and 
damaged a Ju88 on the 21st. Our analysis has revealed, Davis was 
a Cranwellian ‘Fighter Ace’ recording eight ‘kills’ in the Battle of 
Britain, equal to Peter Townsend and second only to Aeneas 
MacDonnell (8.5 kills) 

He was awarded the DFC (gazetted 25th October 1940). 

Davis was killed on 26 March 1941 when he flew into a hill coming down through cloud near Winchester. He was 20 years old. He was 
cremated at St John's Crematorium, Woking, Surrey.

Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), those 
accredited ‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) and the greatest number of successes were 
Charles Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 
213 Sqn), Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn). John Dewar 
(87 and 213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 
Sqn), Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell 
(219 Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with 43 Sqn). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Charles Trevor DAVIS DFC 
(A39 Entry, B Squadron 

& 
College SFTS Course 6 Sqn 2)

https://www.cranwellian-ian.com/ewExternalFiles/BoBbooklet.pdf
https://www.tracesofwar.com/persons/50022/Davis-Charles-Trevor.htm


RAFVR - PFF Cranwellian
Ian Willoughby BAZALGETTE VC

College SFTS Course 30 Sqn 2

Born 19 October 1918
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Died 4 August 1944 (aged 25)
Senantes, France

Buried Église Saint-Martin, Senantes
Service/branch British Army (1940–41)

Royal Air Force (1941–44)
Years of service 1940–1944
Rank Squadron Leader
Unit No. 115 Squadron RAF

No. 635 Squadron RAF
Battles/wars Second World War

• European air campaign  †
◦ Battle of the Ruhr
◦ Battle of Berlin

Awards Victoria Cross
Distinguished Flying Cross

VC Citation (London Gazette): 


"On 4th August, 1944, Squadron Leader Bazalgette was ‘Master Bomber’ of a 
Pathfinder Squadron detailed to mark an important target at Trossy-St. Maximin 
for the main bomber force. When nearing the target his Lancaster came under 
heavy anti-aircraft fire. Both starboard engines were put out of action and 
serious fires broke out in the fuselage, and the starboard main-plane. The bomb 
aimer was badly wounded. As the deputy master bomber had already been shot 
down, the success of the attack depended on Squadron Leader Bazalgette, and 
this he knew. Despite the appalling conditions in his burning aircraft, he pressed 
on gallantly to the target, marking and bombing it accurately. That the attack 
was successful was due to his magnificent effort. After the bombs had been 
dropped the Lancaster dived, practically out of control. By expert airmanship 
and great exertion Squadron Leader Bazalgette regained control. But the port 
inner engine then failed and the whole of the starboard mainplane became a 
mass of flames. Squadron Leader Bazalgette fought bravely to bring his aircraft 
and crew to safety. The mid-upper gunner was overcome by fumes. Squadron 
Leader Bazalgette then ordered those of his crew who were able to leave by 
parachute to do so. He remained at the controls and attempted the almost 
hopeless task of landing the crippled and blazing aircraft in a last effort to save 
the wounded bomb aimer and helpless gunner. With superb skill, and taking 
great care to avoid a small French village nearby, he brought the aircraft down 
safely. Unfortunately, it then exploded and this gallant officer and his two 
comrades perished. His heroic sacrifice marked the climax of a long career of 
operations against the enemy. He always chose the more dangerous and 
exacting roles. His courage and devotion to duty were beyond praise.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killed_in_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Ruhr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Berlin_(RAF_campaign)
https://youtu.be/mMNoenOaXXQ


RAFVR - Dambusters Cranwellian of 617 Sqn

Having joined the Volunteer Reserve in 1940, John Vere Hopgood 
undertook flying training on No 18 Course, SFTS Cranwell in 1941 and 
was commissioned in 1942. As a Flight Lieutenant, ‘Hoppy’ was 
awarded a DFC in October 1942 after completing 47 missions; he was 
awarded a bar to the DFC in 1943. He served on 50 Sqn, 106 Sqn and 
the immortalised 617 (Dambusters) Sqn. Then the newly appointed 
OC 106 Sqn in 1942, Wg Cdr Guy Gibson, who thought Hogood the 
finest pilot with whom he had flown, recorded his first impressions:


He was a fair-haired chap about medium height, rather good looking, 
except for one prominent tooth. ……. He was a serious fellow at 
heart………. As soon as I saw him I thought, “What an ideal squadron 
type. I like that chap” 

Unsurprisingly, Gibson was to select Hoppy as his Deputy on the 
Mohne Dam attack. Outbound to the Mohne, his aircraft AJ-M (M for 
Mother) was hit by flak, injuring Hoppy, his gunners Burcher and 
Gregory (possibly fatally). The damaged aircraft reached the dam 
where they attacked at 00:32, ten minutes after Gibson. However, they 
were struck again by anti-aircraft fire and their bomb was released too 
late. It bounced over the dam and exploded on a power station on the 
other side. The aircraft was fatally damaged at this point and 
Hopgood remained at the controls, gaining height to allow his crew to 
bail out. AJ-M crashed in a field near Ostönnen, 6 kilometres (3.72 
miles) from the dam. Hopgood's body rests in the care of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission at Rheinberg War Cemetery 
(Coll. grave 17. E. 2-6). 

John Vere ‘Hoppy’ HOPGOOD DFC*
College SFTS Course 18 Sqn 2

https://www.facebook.com/RoyalAirForceMarham/videos/258738601846607


RAFVR - College Commandant

After graduating from the London Polytechnic in 1934, Lawson began working for the aircraft manufacturer de 
Havilland Aircraft Company and was employed there until 1939. 

In 1938, he joined the RAFVR as a sergeant, but had only completed forty hours of flight by the beginning of World War 
II. He was then transferred to the RAF College Cranwell to complete his pilot training there. After further flight training in 
the 11 OTU at the military airfield RAF Bassingbourn and his promotion to Flight Lieutenant on 22 September 1940, he 
was posted to 214 Squadron RAF, where he flew the Vickers Wellington.

On declaration of war, he was still undergoing training and was sent to Cranwell to complete his pilot’s course.  He 
was commissioned on the award of his wings and was posted onto Wellington bombers.   

Most of his operational flying was in the Middle East, flying against targets in North Africa, Greece, Crete, Sicily and 
Yugoslavia.  He was awarded the DFC and bar and mentioned in despatches on three occasions.  After the war he 
was awarded a permanent commission.   

He was appointed College Commandant in December 1964, retaining the appointment after the merger with the 
Technical College of RAF Henlow until 1 September 1967. 

Born 11 November 1917. He retired on 8 September 1969. Died 22 January 1998

Ian Douglas Napier LAWSON DFC* 
College SFTS Course 12 

Commandant 
28 Dec 64 - 1 Sep 67

https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Lawson_IDN.htm


RAFVR - College Assistant Commandant

Scot Neil Cameron (later to become MRAF 
Neil Cameron, Baron Cameron of Balhousie) 
was called up at the outbreak of war and, 
according to Wynn, attended 3 ITW Hastings 
and thence 15 EFTS Redhill.  

After attending further flying training, he 
converted to Hurricanes and was posted to 1 
Squadron at RAF Wittering on 26 September 
1940. After scoring successes in the last weeks 
of the Battle of Britain, he went on to make 
noteworthy contributions in air battles over 
Russia, the Middle East and Burma, for which 
he was awarded a DSO and a DFC.

Scot Neil CAMERON 
KT, GCB, CBE, DSO, DFC 

College Asst Cmdt 
23 Feb 65 - 20 Sep 66

Despite losing his flying category through illness soon after the war, he went on to a most distinguished career in the RAF. He 
was an instructor at RAF Staff College, PSO to the CAS, CO of RAF Abingdon, Air Member Personnel (AMP) before eventually 
becoming CAS himself and later Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS).  

In addition to his gallantry awards (DSO, DFC), he was created a CBE, a CB, a KCB, a GCB and KT. 

Cranwellians claim him as “one of theirs’ by virtue of his serving as the Assistant Commandant at the College between February 
1965 and September 1966.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nz_TvLsVQ-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nz_TvLsVQ-I


In his autobiography, Nine Lives, the New Zealander Battle of Britain 'ace’, Alan Deere, recounts how he was either shot down with a 
parachute descent or force landed with battle damage on no less than seven occasions - not all during the Battle. In total, he shot down 22 
Luftwaffe aircraft with 10 probables and 18 damaged to his credit. In the Foreword to Deere’s book, Air Chief Marshal Lord Dowding 
writes: 

“NINE LIVES. What a title! Alan Deere must have had an exceptionally efficient Guardian Angel, who, even so, must have been hard 
put to it to extricate his charge from the apparently hopeless predicaments in which he was constantly finding himself.” 

Deere was to join the ‘Big Wing’ debate, arguing against Sir Douglas Bader’s promotion of this fighter tactic, believing the pilots in 11 
Group (closer to the enemy front than 12 Group’s) had neither the time nor the opportunity to form up in a big wing to attack the enemy in 
numbers. He advocated the “Finger Four” formation, splitting into two pairs of two, to prosecute an effective attack. 

Al Deere, as a Group Captain, was to become the Assistant Commandant to the RAF College from 3 February 1963 till 6 April 1964. He 
retired on 12 December 1967 in the rank of Air Commodore. We have recently found a video of a Spitfire IX in his Kiwi colours: 

RAFVR - College Assistant Commandant

Alan DEERE DSO, OBE, DFC*
College Asst Cmdt 
3 Feb 63 - 6 Apr 64

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1837192.Nine_Lives
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSPaoiTKYog
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjF37mIzrjqAhUytHEKHQ9zDUQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Wing&usg=AOvVaw0etdiPnx3GaPXtpuw-HT3Y
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Deere
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEE6g6t1p3k


Reserve Officer Initial Training (ROIT) 48A - With IOTC 23



ROIT 55 - With IOTC 39

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3wubbeZW3k


ROIT 56 - With IOTC 41

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvPcFsYvHlg


ROIT 57 - With IOTC 44



ROIT 58 - With IOTC 46

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_Nw-D_sD-s


ROIT 59 - With IOTC 48



ROIT 60 - With IOTC 51

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvIKr9aMk9Y


ROIT 61 - With IOTC 53

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78EOS7p7C94


ROIT 62 - Prize Winner Officer Cadet Jim Dickie

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CLkjDZUls4


ROIT 63 - Prize Winner

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irNksKZKKIU


ROIT 64 - Prize Winner Officer Cadet Samual Littlejohn



Longest Serving Reservist - 99 IOT
Wing Commander Paula S Willmot MBE 
FTRS graduated from the RAF College 
Cranwell as an Air Traffic Control officer in 
March 1987, later transferring to the logistics 
branch.


Both as a member of the WRAF and latterly as 
a full time volunteer reserve - currently the 
longest serving Full Time Reservist in the RAF 
- P a u l a h a s e x p l o i t e d h e r n a t u r a l 
communications skills to promote the 
standards and traditions of the RAF in which 
she so passionately believes and has so 
selflessly served.


It was Wing Commander Willmot who 
managed the successful merger of RAF 
Reserves, including a multi-million pound 
media campaign, and who project managed 
the introduction of the AWACS’ logistics into 
UK Military Airspace and, with it, the biggest 
inventory held in the UK’s aircraft industry.


She was SO1 Strategic Communication & 
Engagement at the RAF College (2018-19), 
drawing on her vast experience from her 
previous roles in media and communications 
positions at Honington, Cottesmore and 
Marham. Many members of the general public 
too will have heard her dulcet tones as, in her 
spare time, she is frequently a commentator at 
many airshows and air displays.


For the past five years, Paula has also been a 
Club Membership Committee member at the 
RAF Club in Piccadilly, London.




